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WAY TO GO! 
 
It is with tremendous excitement and pleasure that I provide for you my final “Way to Go“ segment for 
2011.  What began as an effort to communicate and recognize the great things happening in our schools 
and town has really became a staple in conversation.  Often when I am out people say, “Hey, I have 
something for you to add to your  ‘way to go’ or they simply say ‘way to go’”.  I love the fact that we are 
recognizing our students, volunteers, teachers and administrators in a way that says they are doing 
awesome work here in Franklin! 
 
So, without further ado, the Way to Go 2011 segment for December: 
  
Way To Go MacAfee Road School! 
MacAfee Project Cool:  MacAfee Road School has launched a campaign to raise the necessary funds to 
provide air conditioning in its All-Purpose Room and Gymnasium.  The PTO, with Chairperson Nick 
DiMeglio, is working with Mr. Grippo to achieve this goal by the Spring.  Mrs. Samarel, Mrs. Strand, the 
MacAfee PTO and the Project Cool Team coordinated a walk-a-thon. A pasta night, which Mr. Seto 
attended, was recently held and a read-a-thon is also planned.  Keep your eyes open for a cooler All-
Purpose Room for our students  
 
MacAfee’s Garden of Readers 
MacAfee Road School’s Reading Incentive Program, Growing a Garden of Readers, has begun its third 
year.  The first year of the program, MacAfee Road read more than 4,700 books.  The second year, the 
students read more than 6,800 books.  We are looking to build upon our students love for reading.  Our 
goal this year is to grow the number of titles in our garden to more than 8,000 books.  So far two Family 
Reading Nights have been held.  The next night is scheduled for Friday, February 3rd, at 6:00 PM – Super 
Bowl Friday.   
 
MacAfee Road Garden  
MacAfee’s  4th grade class has something extra-special to be thankful for this year.  Besides a bountiful 
harvest of tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash and string beans this summer, the MacAfee Road 
Garden turned out a super-sized crop of sweet potatoes this past Fall.  Last year, Ms. Zega’s 4th grade 
class planted sweet potato plants in addition to all the other vegetable plants.  Those students have since 
moved on to SGS, leaving this year’s class to harvest and cook the crop.  The students harvested the 
sweet potato crop of almost 100 lbs., donated over 30 lbs. of sweet potatoes to the Franklin Food Bank 
and prepared ten trays of sweet potatoes for the 4th grade Thanksgiving feast.  Ms. Zega and her class 
would like to acknowledge their Principal, Mr. Grippo, Science Specialist, Dr. Fosbrook, Head Custodian, 
Mr. Hall, Paraprofessional, Mrs. Croll, and all the other faculty, staff parents, and students (especially the 
summer volunteers) for their support, encouragement and generous contributions that helped make this 
year’s crop so successful. 
 
Way To Go Franklin Middle School!  
Franklin Middle School’s Food Drive:  FMS collected a total of 1,565 pounds of food during its recent 
Food Drive and the food was donated to the Franklin Township Food Bank.   
 
Franklin Middle School G.R.E.A.T. Program Graduation 
On Tuesday, November 15, 2011, Officer Dawn Flanders, Joy Ford, Mike Harris, Paul Day and Lauren 
Atlas held the first G.R.E.A.T. graduation.  One hundred and thirty-seven 7th grade students graduated 
from the G.R.E.A.T. program.  Each student received a certificate stating that they had made the personal 
commitment to resist the pressure to join gangs and not participate in violence.  Many parents and faculty 
members were in attendance to celebrate the students’ achievement in the G.R.E.A.T program.  Shreya 
Rattan, William Chiriboga, Tasha Dowbachuk and Shawn Raynes won awards for creating posters 
entitled, “Making My School a G.R.E.A.T Place”.   



 
Way to go Franklin Middle School and Sampson G. Smith School! 
A historic Tricky Tray took place on Saturday, December 10, 2011, in the Franklin High School cafeteria.  
This joint Tricky Tray event, co-sponsored by the Parent Teacher/Student Organizations of Franklin 
Middle School and Sampson G. Smith School, had a great attendance of 350 guests and a whopping 
$1680!  They raised in excess of  $20,000 to be shared by the two schools .   
 
Way To Go Franklin Park School! 
Franklin Park School’s Agricultural Essay Contest -  Recently, trustees of the New Jersey Agricultural 
Society presented Franklin Park School students with medals and prizes for their participation in the New 
Jersey Agricultural Society’s Poster and Essay Contest.  The theme of this year’s contest was Autumn 
and Agriculture. Students from Kindergarten through 3rd grades submitted posters, and essays were 
submitted by 4th and 5th grade students.  Some of the winners included:  Kindergartener, Joanna Jenkins 
(Ms. Woodhead); 1st Grader, Isabella Chee (Ms. Orsillo); 2nd Grader, Ashka Jani (Ms. Velez); 3rd  
Grader, Nibedita Ghosh (Ms. Bash) and  4th Grader, Simone Thompson, (Ms. Pilgrim). 
 
Way To Go Hillcrest School! 
Recycling at Hillcrest -  All students at Hillcrest School are participating in the Terracycle Program, where 
many items from school and home can be brought in and deposited into labeled recycling bins.  These 
items are packed by teachers and shipped to Terracycle where they are counted and up-cycled into new 
items.  The school earns 2 cents for each item sent in.  In November, Hillcrest School classes participated 
in having a candy-wrapper recycling contest.  Students collected candy wrappers for their class and the 
class that collected the most candy wrappers won recognition. 
 
Students are learning the importance of recycling and are seeing that by recycling they are reducing the 
amount of garbage that is sent to landfills.  Students tell others not to throw their wrappers in the garbage 
and to remember to recycle.  They are seeing they can make a difference in our environment and help 
our school earn money at the same time. 
 
Board Member, Nancy LaCorte, will read about a special activity that is close to all of our hearts but 
especially hers! 
 
Hillcrest’s Adopt-A-Soldier Campaign 
Hillcrest’s first grade classes held their annual school-wide “Caring Drive” to benefit soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for our 7th year.  Nine boxes of snack foods and comfort items were collected for our soldiers, 
including over 25 bags of cookies from our faculty.  The first grade classes also made paper stockings 
with messages of thanks and holiday cheer.  The Caring Drive reinforces Citizenship and Community in 
Social Studies, and Writing Letters in Literacy.  Packages are sent by the Adopt-A-Soldier Platoon on our 
behalf and the drive is coordinated and led by Ms. Tina Robinson. 
 
The Hillcrest School community heard back on 12/2/11 from the Adopt-A-Soldier Platoon.  The Marine 
Unit in Afghanistan received half of our donations.  They wrote back, “Still watching as things come in 
here and try to get it out to them as quickly as it comes in…..SO THEY ARE EXTREMY GRATEFUL for 
all this stuff.  I know for sure that I am and to see their faces with smiles means a lot….so thank you all.  I 
will be watching for any more info on these other items coming in…..cause I have had ALOT OF 
QUESTIONS about trees and all the other items as well……so I have people getting pumped up for 
sure….and that I am grateful for.  So it seems that all this will really boost the morale and kick-start a 
good or better holiday season for a lot of them under these conditions". 
 
Hillcrest School faculty and staff will also be sending boxes of home baked cookies to this Marine Unit.    
  
Partnering with Johnson & Johnson to cheer the soldiers, the second grade (4 classes) and Mrs. Gust’s 
fourth grade class wrote letters to our soldiers, a special request by one of our parents who works for J&J. 
The letters were included in packages that J&J sent  to the soldiers. 
 
 



Way to GO Conerly Road School and Pine Grove Manor School! 
Way to Go Mrs. Hibbert’s Class at Conerly Road School and Mrs. Hollinger’s Class at Pine Grove Manor 
School. On November 30, 2011 these first grade classes conducted a video conference tour between the 
two schools with the assistance of our District Instructional Technology Team. Their long-range plan is to 
coordinate a literacy lesson and to have students discuss their work with one another by exchanging 
ideas and advance the teaching of literacy at the elementary level.  This represents innovate teaching 
using technology by promoting the capacity to learn and grow by facilitating the mastery of 21st century 
skills.  
 
In closing, I would like to share a few thoughts with you as we approach the holiday season. 
 
As 2011 comes to a close, this board would like to thank you for your support over the past year. 
We have been in constant communication with our public, both at the microphone and behind the scenes, 
and though we do not always agree, we are exchanging ideas and communicating and that enriches us 
all! 
 
The board and the district have seen many improvements this year.  We are pushing our schools farther 
towards excellence and making AYP in the way we did this year is only one of many examples of this. I 
am inspired by where we are today and by  the wonderful people who have helped us get here.  We are 
certainly ending 2011 with a bang. 
 
There's truly no limit to what you can do with passionate and dedicated people.  This is why I have high 
expectations for 2012.  There is a tremendous amount of work ahead and much of it will not be easy.  
Therefore, as we work to fully engage our families and inspire our students we will need your support, 
efforts, and dedication more than ever.    
 
As a group unified by our commitment to engaging and supporting families, investing in education, and 
improving student achievement, I have no doubts about our ability to rise to the occasion in 2012.  Thank 
you again for your support!  Enjoy your holidays!  Enjoy your families!  And let’s come back energized for 
a phenomenal 2012! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Teletha Brown, 
BOE President. 
 
 
 
 


